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WELCOME BACK TO SCHOOL FOR TERM 1 2014
In-term swimming lessons

Kayleigh & Bella

Sydney, Abby & Amber
Gary, Braydon & Jerome
PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE:
..………………..
MDHS School Priorities for 2014 are as
UNIFORM SHOP
Welcome back to school for 2014. There was

certainly an air of excitement as the students
returned to school from their summer holidays. I
would like take this opportunity to welcome our
new students, staff and families to the school
INTERHOUSE
community. Students have joined us this year
SWIMMING
from a variety of schools across the Mid West,
CARNIVAL
including boarding students at WCAOAM, as
Tues 11th March well as the students on the new Three Springs
bus run, now attending MDHS and the
WACOAM. This brings our student numbers
…………………… close to 240. This is very exciting for us all and
brings new opportunities for our students.
Tues 8.30—9.15am
Thurs 8.30—9.15am
..………………….

Primary
Assembly
Hosted by
YR 5/6

28th Feb
9am
………
Parent Info
Sessions
Wed 26 Feb
……...
INTERSCHOOL
SWIMMING
CARNIVAL
@ MORAWA
FRI 28TH MAR
………...

We have so many things to look forward to in
2014. The Band Nationals Tour to Brisbane at
Easter time, the Canberra, Snowy, Sydney Tour
for secondary students, and various carnivals,
camps, excursions and incursions throughout the
year, just to name a few. We a very pleased to
announce that Teach Learn Grow will be in the
school to intensively tutor students during week
9 of term 2. This was a very successful program
last year and we are looking forward to it again.
UWA also planning projects for our students to
be involved in in 2014, including the Aspire
program.
We have an outstanding staff at MDHS and the
quality of teaching and learning is impressive.
Over the first few days of Term 1 our staff
engaged in a variety of Professional
Development activities to provide the best
possible care and education for our students.
This included: Strategic Planning, School
Performance Data Analysis, DOE Focus 2014,
MDHS School Priorities, Curriculum,
Assessment and Reporting Schedules and the
review of various school policies.

follows:
Improving literacy and numeracy
standards – with a focus on Reading,
Writing, Spelling and Oral Language in
Literacy and Number

Improving health and wellbeing outcomes
of students

Student Attendance

Early Childhood Education - EYLF

Australian Curriculum

Australian Curriculum English – Literacy.


Morawa continues to pride itself on its ability to
educate the whole student. ALL students from
Year 1-12 should have a Homework Diary. This
is an excellent way for family to communicate
with the School and to check on their child’s
commitments and responsibilities of homework
and assessments. I would encourage Parents/
Guardians to regularly look at the diary for
homework that is to be completed as well as for
details of upcoming events. It is much easier to
gain the most of all that is on offer at MDHS if
students are organised.
STAFF NEWS
I would like to welcome the following teaching
staff new to our school this year:
Miss Nadia Katona- Pre-Primary/Year 1
Teacher
Mr David Parkinson – Music
Miss Sarah Osborn – PE/Science Teacher
Miss Kirsty O’Halloran – Secondary ATAS ,
Science, Maths and PE teacher.
Miss Susan Howatson – LOTE Indonesian
We look forward to working with you.

Congratulations also to the following staff on their
appointments as Year Coordinators: Miss Katie Brooks,
Primary Year Coordinator and Miss Cheryl Wheatley and Ms
Lee Jones, Secondary Year Coordinators.
VET PROGRAM
Again this year we are offering an exciting VET program
that is designed for students who are seeking a career in one
of the many sectors of the Mining and Hospitality Industries.
We have developed an educational program in conjunction
with the Durack Institute of Technology and the WA
College of Agricultural Morawa, to provide students with
the opportunity to explore career pathways in the resource
sector. At Year 11 level, students are offered a broad range of
learning experiences related to the mining industry through
Certificate II courses in Engineering, Automotive, in
conjunction with the WACOAM, and Conservation and
Land Management, Resources and Infrastructure, ICT,
Hospitality and Workplace Learning. This program will
automatically include the Karara Scholarship students. The
second cohort of Karara Scholarship students are about to
begin their apprenticeships out at the mine site. Further
scholarships will be offered to current Year 11 students later
this month.
INTERNET TECHNOLOGY and TEENAGERS
As it’s been in the media lately, I’m in no doubt many of you
are aware of the potential dangers of allowing children to
have their screens, computers and electronic devices in their
rooms over night. Research says that Cyber Bullying and
Cyber Safety in bedrooms is one of the biggest issues facing
families today. The single loudest message given by every
expert who speaks on the topic of IT and teenagers is the
danger of this practice. Many refer to this as the ‘screen rule’,
whereby all screens, mobile phones, ipods, ipads, tablets,
laptops computers etc in the house, especially children's
bedrooms, are switched off and confiscated if necessary, by
9.30pm each night. This removes the potential of ‘distraction’
and cyber bullying from the bedroom, allowing children to
get their much needed sleep. Too many students are coming
to school tired due to being on the ‘internet’ or gaming until
well past their regular bedtime. It is important that these
boundaries are put in place as soon as the school term
resumes in order to maximise academic success.
PARKING
I would like to remind parents and families that as part of our
commitment to the safely of our children, Morawa District
High School will have a range of road safety strategies around
our school. As always parents are requested to exercise
particular care when leaving or collecting students. I would
like to discourage anyone picking up children, not to park
along the Performing Arts room. Parking is provided for
parents on surrounding street frontages and at the back of
the fence on the western side of the bus assembly area.
SCHOOL BALL
The Annual MDHS and WACOAM School Ball has been
scheduled for Saturday 17 May, week 3, Term 2. If you are
interested in being involved with the Ball Committee please
contact Ms Jones or Miss Wheatley at the school. The
confirmed date will be published ASAP.
YEAR 8 ORIENTATION CAMP

Year 8 Orientation Camp is being held at the Geraldton
Camp School from Monday 24 February to Wednesday 26
February. The camp has provided a great opportunity for the
Year 8 students to build and establish positive relationships
with one another. Students will be involved in various team
building activities, including raft building and dragon boat
racing. Thank you to Miss Wheatley and Ms Jones for their
organisation of this event.
IN-TERM SWIMMING
The 2014 In-term Swimming Program for the Primary
School began on Monday 10 February and concludes on
Friday 21 February 2014. Thank you to Wendy Hutton, the
In-Term Swimming Supervisor, and Ellen Tapscott, Jimiece
Coughlan and Georgia Hirsh for teaching swimming to our
students this year. It is providing a fabulous life skill to our
students.
SWIMMING CARNIVALS
The Interhouse Swimming Carnival is scheduled for Tuesday
11 March at the Morawa Town Pool. Miss Osborn and Miss
Wheatley are busy preparing students for this event. If you
are able to help on the day timing or on the day before with
set up, please contact the school or P & C Sports Rep,
Cameron Tubby. We understand this is a big commitment
and appreciate your help. Without it, these events would not
be possible. The Interschool Swimming Carnival is scheduled
for 28 March also at the Morawa Pool. The team for this
event will be selected from the Interhouse Carnival results.
CYD PASSPORT PROGRAM
The Passport programme will run again this year, be it at a
reduced sponsorship rate. We would like to thank our
sponsors Brookfield Rail for continuing to support our
school community. Student and family books can be picked
up from the front office. While students and parents can
redeem points, the focus is on payment of school fees. At the
conclusion of the school year, unredeemed points will be
used to pay any outstanding fees. The passport program is a
reward system where students are rewarded for their efforts
in School, i.e. helping in the classroom, keeping on top of
homework, helping another classmate. Students who have an
attendance rate of more than 92% and above for the term,
also receive 100 points. Students are allowed to redeem their
points every Thursday from the front office, with canteen
vouchers being the most popular choice! Every 10 points
awarded equates to $1. For families, the points system is also
beneficial as it can help with payments towards school
excursions and uniforms. Please contact Emma Hazelton,
passport co-ordinator, on 9971-0900 if you require further
information.
CANBERRA/SNOWY MOUNTAINS/SYDNEY
TOUR 2014
We are very excited to once again be offering the following
educational and skiing tour to Canberra, Snowy Mountains
Skiing and Sydney in Term 2, 2014 for students in years 8-12
in 2014. We have had some interest from students in
attending this camp, however unless we can secure 25
students to will be too cost prohibitive for it to run. $150
deposits were due last Friday. We have extended this until
this Friday 21 March to parents to make a decision and pay
the deposit. If you are keen for your child to attend and have
not registered or paid the deposit please contact the school
ASAP. The tour is limited to 30 students and is based on a

first in best dressed policy. The school code of conduct and
behaviour will need to be met to be able to go on the tour.
The main highlights of the tour are the following: 2 days in
Canberra visiting the various Civic, Political and Historical
Institutions in Canberra such as Parliament House and the
Australian War Memorial. Then travelling by coach down to
a Ski resort in the Snowy Mountains for 2 days skiing and
finally 2-3 days, in Sydney, touring one of Australia’s most
exciting cities. All accommodation costs, majority of meals
and fees to exhibits are included.
The week of the tour is scheduled for week 8 of Term 2 in
2014 (Sunday 15th June until Sunday 22nd June). Costing is
approximately $2000 per student. If you haven't Already
done so, please let the front office know ASAP if your child
or children are interested in attending this tour. We would
love to have them onboard.
BRISBANE NATIONAL BAND TOUR –EASTER ‘14
The Nationals Band Tour to Brisbane is all but finalised. It is
a very exciting time for those involved. The band committee
is still busy fundraising for this event to reduce the costs for
students. Thank you to all who have supported the
fundraising efforts so far. The band will be providing dinner
at the club this Friday evening. We look forward to your
support.
KINDY SANDPIT
We are pleased to advised that the Kindy has a new sandpit
full of beautiful ,white beach sand.. Thank you to CWC for
their donation of the concrete blocks and to Andrew Moore
for the sand.

IN‐TERM SWIMMING
LESSONS
Sandy Reardon,(Pool man‐
ager), with teachers Jimiece
Coughlan, Wendy Hutton,
Georgia Hirsch and Ellen
Taspcott

YEAR 5/6/7 Newspaper Towers
This year the students in Years Five, Six and Seven will be
working together in mathematics groups.
To practise working together, on the first day of school we
were challenged to build the tallest freestanding tower
that we could, using only newspaper and one roll of tape.
The day was very windy, which
made the challenge even more
difficult. In the end the winners
were Tanisha, Mason and
Victoria.

PARENT INFORMATION SESSIONS
Primary Parent Information Sessions are being held next
Wednesday 26 February. A note will be sent home with
students regarding session times in the upcoming days.
P & C AGM
The Annual General Meeting for the P & C will be held on
Monday 24th February in the staffroom. Light refreshments
will be provided. The P & C provides vital support, both
financial and through the provision of services such as the
canteen, uniform shop, Band events, cropping program etc
and through various committees that help ensure the smooth
running of sports and swimming carnivals and other events.
The students benefit hugely from the dedicated commitment
of our P & C community. We look forward to this continued
support. I hope to see you there.

The process...

My best wishes to all students and families as we embark on
another exciting and rewarding year at MDHS.

Kind regards
Mrs Tonia Carslake
Principal

The winners!

Home Economics Room under
renovation

Primary Leadership
Afternoon
Last Wednesday Miss Brooks, Miss Wheatley and the
Primary Councillors and House Captains went over to
the Youth Centre. We practised working together in
a team, and then shared some ideas to improve our
school. The first improvement will be some new
prizes for the weekly house point draw. We look
forward to having a great year.

Amelia cooking up a storm

MORAWA BRASS BAND FUNDRAISER
CAR WASH
Saturday 8th March
9am-11am
Outdoor cooking classes!

$10 outside wash.
Location: DHS School Oval
Enquiries and bookings:
PH: Fran Tynan on 9971 0900 or email:
francine.tynan@education.wa.edu.au

Scholastic Book Club
Orders
Please return all Book Club orders to class teachers or
direct to the front office, with payment, in an envelope to
be receipted.
Payment options are –
1. Cash
2. EFTPOS at the front office
3. Cheque made payable to
4. MDHS please – NOT Scholastic Australia as indicated
on order form
5.
Credit card as outlined on the order form.
Once receipted, your order will be passed on to the Book
Club coordinator, Catherine Moore – MDHS Library Officer.
Orders take two to three weeks from order date to arrive
back at school. If you do not wish your child to be given the
order directly (surprise, gift etc), please attach a note re‐
questing this, with contact details, so alternative collection
arrangements can be made. There are two issues of Book
Club per term.
Please direct all Book Club enquiries to Catherine Moore at
MDHS on 99710900.
Thankyou, Catherine Moore – Book Club Coordinator

MORAWA DHS P&C ASSOCIATION
AGM 2014
7.00 pm Monday 24 February
Morawa DHS Staffroom
The P&C extend an open invitation to all parents and interested community members to attend their Annual
General Meeting.
All executive positions will be declared vacant and nominations called for:
President
Vice President
Secretary
Treasurer
Interested parent/community members may also nominate for positions on the following P&C sub committees:
 Canteen Committee
 Uniform Shop Committee
 Sports Committee
 School Band Committee
 Fundraising Committee

Kindy /Pre Primary Committee
The Committee looks forward to the continuing parent and community involvement that provides invaluable
support to our school.
Light refreshments provided.

IMPORTANT BOOKLIST CHANGE

Our Kindy kids at play

YEARS 7‐10 SCIENCE

Loving the new sandpit—thank you
to CWC and Andrew Moore

To MDHS Parents of Year 7‐10 students for 2014: There
was a mistake on the booklists for SCIENCE for 2014.
While we endeavoured to contact parents via SMS and
Social networks during the holiday period, we are
aware not all parents would have received notification.
If you have ordered the “Science Aspects Homework
Book 1,2,3 or 4” from Pearson Australia’s website,
please send the book in with your child to the front
office to organise return and to obtain the correct
book.
If you have NOT ordered this text, please either follow
the link below and order the ACTIVITY BOOK for your
child’s year level (e.g. Activity Book 7 for Year 7, Book 8
for Year 8, etc ‐ cost: $17.95) http://
www.pearson.com.au/educator/secondary/
australian_curriculum/pearson‐science‐7‐10/print‐
resources/ [scroll down to “Activity Books” and click on
the year level you require]
OR Contact to the school to organise ordering on your
behalf. Payment will be required with your order.
Please direct any queries to the school on 99710900.
Thank you and sincere apologies for any inconvenience.

NOTICE TO PARENTS/CARERS
Re: My Spelling Workbook
Yrs P‐7
A reminder please, to make the $9.95
payment for your child’s spelling book
as soon as possible. All students re‐
quire this book for their Spelling Pro‐
gram so we would appreciate your sup‐
port by making the payment this week.
Please pay at the Front Office or send
the payment in with your child.
Thank you to those who have already
paid.

YEAR 8 VACCINATIONS
Year 8 Vaccination Program
In 2014 the Department of Health is offering a free
vaccination program for Year 8 students. The program offers booster
doses of childhood vaccinations, as well
as an additional vaccine for human
papillomavirus (HPV).
Students in Year 8 will receive an information pack at school in February 2014
which contains details of the program
and a consent form for parents to sign.
Parents are asked to sign and return
the consent form to enable their children to participate in this free
program. For more information, including a video about the vaccination program, visit www.healthywa.wa.gov.au.

Morawa DHS
Brass Band
Fundraiser

ACTIVE AFTER SCHOOL
TUESDAYS
3.15‐4.15 pm
Runs from
Week 2– Week 9.

Dinner at the
Morawa Golf and Bowling Club.
Friday 21st February

See the front office for permission slip

Lasagne,
potato bake and Salad
$15

Thank you to :

Icecream Cone $1

Doug & Fon Fabling
Helen Walter
Sandy Connolly
Lyn Fabling
Ray Fraser
For catering at the Stephens’
clearing sale on Wed 19th Feb

Dinner served from 6pm
Come along and help our band
fundraise to travel and compete in
the Brisbane National
Band Competition in April this year.
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