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BAND CROWNED NATIONAL CHAMPIONS 2014

UNIFORM SHOP PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE:
NATIONAL YAMAHA BAND
NEW HOURS
CHAMPIONSHIPS: The term has started on a

Tuesdays
2.45—3.15pm

very excited note with the MDHS Brass Band
being crowned National Champions. Our
musicians were in full swing at the Yamaha
National Band Championship held in Brisbane
over the school and holidays. They won the C
Alice in
Grade Junior Division, competing with bands
Wonderland across Australia. The students are wonderful
ambassadors for the school, community and for
School Ball
the brass music youth of Western Australia.
Twenty four students and five adults attended
Sat 17 May
the tour. In amongst performances, the
2014
students and staff had plenty of fun at the
Australian Zoo, Dream World, a river cruise,
the Gallery of Modern Art and a ride on the
Brisbane Eye. Special thanks to our Tour
Leaders – Helen Walter, David Parkinson and
Katie Brooks and to Caddy and Dave Hebiton
and Karen Teakle for accompanying this
tour……and of course, to our very talented
Mothers Day
musicians. Super impressive indeed.
st
“Indian Feast” ANZAC ASSEMBLY: On the 1 May we held
our annual ANZAC assembly to recognise
Sunday 11 May those who have served and are currently
@ 6pm @ the
serving in war and peace keeping missions. Dr
Morawa Golf and Rao gave a very inspiring address to the
students about the importance of the Army
Bowling Club
Reserves and the opportunities and services it
provides to our country. Mr Dick Sasse
………….
delivered the Ode in his usual dignified
manner. Thank you to those community
NAPLAN testing members who attended this service and
morning tea to the staff who organised this
13-15 May
event.
…………..
‘ALICE IN WONDERLAND’: The Morawa
District High School and the Western Australian
College of Agriculture Morawa annual School
Ball, ‘Alice and Wonderland” is being held on
Saturday 17 May at the Morawa Town Hall
from 7.00pm to 11.00pm. This is a very special
occasion for our secondary students and one

that they have looked forward to. As you are
aware, the School Ball is an alcohol free event.
Please support the school by ensuring your
child and their partner adhere to the School
Code of Conduct. I would also encourage
parents and guardians not to support or host
after ball parties, as these can have had
serious negative consequences. I look forward
to your support.
I would also like to thank Ms Jones and Miss
Wheatley for their thorough organisation of this
event. The hall is being completely
transformed and will look fantastic. I look
forward to seeing everyone in their formal attire
on the evening.
NAPLAN: Students in year 3, 5, 7 and 9 are
completing some final preparation for NAPLAN
testing next week. The tests provide parents
and schools with an understanding of how
individual students are performing at the time
of the tests. We also use this information to
forward plan our teaching and learning
programs. If you have any queries regarding
your child and NAPLAN please contact me at
the school.
SEMESTER 1 REPORTS: Semester 1 student
reports will be issued at the end of this term.
With this in mind it is imperative that all
students focus and commit to their learning.
This will ensure that they have a successful
and rewarding term. Year 11 and 12 students
have examinations just around the corner;
requiring lots of additional study. We all wish
them well as they prepare for and sit their
examinations in week 5 and 6 of term. Thank
you to parents for your ongoing positive
support and encouragement of students
towards their academic and social endeavours.
MOTHERS DAY ‘INDIAN FEAST’: A huge
thank you to Dr Rao, who is kindly donating
and cooking an ‘Indian Feast’ for Mother’s Day
at the Morawa Golf and Bowling Club this
Sunday evening at 6pm. All proceeds go

toward the Canberra, Snowies, and Sydney Student tour
later this term. We hope to see you there. Happy Mother’s
Day to all Mums, we hope you have a lovely day.
ATTENDANCE: Some student’s attendance continues to
be of concern. Students must attend school on a regular
basis to gain the maximum benefit from schooling and
optimise their life opportunities. Research has established
that every day counts and that there is no safe level of
absence from school. A student who is absent one day a
fortnight will, by Year 9, have missed one year of
schooling. Congratulations again to all those students who
made their attendance targets in Term 1. Across the
Primary School our average attendance has increased by
4%. Thank you to everyone who is encouraging their
children to come to school regularly. The same cannot be
said for secondary student attendance. It is essential that
you notify the school if your child is absent for any reason
or if you need assistance in getting your child to come to
school. Parents should have received their children’s
attendance goals on the back of the attendance letters sent
home earlier this week. .
With all the beautiful rain and winter fast coming upon us,
the winter uniform has been in high demand. New jumpers
should be arriving within the next couple of weeks.
Uniforms are available through the front office.
Last term, the School Board ratified the 2014 School
Development Plan and the 2013 Annual School Report.
The 2014 School Development Plan is available for loan
from the office while the 2013 School Report is available
for public viewing on line at:
http://www.det.wa.edu.au/schoolsonline/morawa.dhs
I wish everyone a very enjoyable and successful term 2.
Kind regards
Mrs Tonia Carslake

Pearson

Science &

English
Homework Books
Students in Year 8-10
A reminder to all parents of Years 8-10
students that if your child hasn’t paid and
picked up their books from the school
office to please do so as soon as possible.

Thank you
Canberra Tour
Fundraising Raffle
Bianca Willder has kindly donated these
three canvas pain ngs to be raﬄed for the
Canberra Tour 2014.
$2 per cket or 3 for $5.
Tickets available at the school oﬃce.

An ar cle in this weeks
Countryman
by Sally Hincks

65x50cm

20x25cm

40x30cm

BRISBANE NATIONALS BAND TOUR 2014

C Grade
Champions

Attendance
Week 2
Regular Attendance = Regular Achievement
Whole School Target: 92%
Our attendance rate for the whole school (P‐12) is
currently: 83.7%
The best attendance rates till the end of Week 2 are:
1st Year 4 – 94.8% (an improvement – well done!)
2nd Kindergarten – 88.8%
3rd Year 6 – 86.7%
4th Year 2 – 86.2%
Well done to these classes!

Basketball Afternoon
‘A group of students from Geraldton Senior College

who were in Mingenew on a camp came and joined in
on a social game of basketball on Monday a ernoon
with some Year 8, 11 and 12 students. It was a great
chance for students to meet students from other
schools and was a great game!

Term 1 Review:
As the term progressed, student attendance
improved.
Most unexplained absences were in Year 2, Year
10 & Year 11.
If a student arrives after 8:40am the classroom
teacher is obliged to record them as absent and the
student must report to the office first and get a late
note. It is recommended that students do not visit
the skate park before school to ensure they get to
school on time.
If students are late for school, they can:
Feel anxiety about what they have missed out on and
where the other students are up to;
Miss key learning concepts;
Not be in the right frame of mind to begin a learning
day; and
It will be noted on student school records.
Remember, students are awarded House Points (in
the Primary school) at the end of each week if they
attend school every day and are punctual. New
Primary attendance targets have been set for Term 2
and letters sent home to parents – if students want to
be involved in the reward, then come to school!
Remember, every day counts!
Congratulations Connor-James Atkins for
winning the State Easter Colouring competition.
He won the Staedtler Prize Pack to the value of
$250. The school will also receive a $500
Staedtler Prize Pack.
Thank you to Greg Jenkins at Morawa News and
Gifts for providing our students with this
opportunity.

Secondary School Progress Reports
Students in Year 8 – 12 have recently been issued
with their Progress Reports.
If you are a Parent or Guardian and you have not
sighted your student’s report by now, it is time to go
through their bag to dig it out!
The report will provide useful information designed to
help parents and guardians understand how well their
children are performing at school.
The Year 9 reports have been sent home with
information about the coming NAPLAN tests and
details of where parents and guardians can go for
more information.
NAPLAN results will be issued by the school at the
end of Term 3.
The Year 10 Progress Reports have been issued
accompanied by a pamphlet about changes to the WA
Certificate of Education due to be introduced next
year, and a brochure on career planning.
Please contact the school if you have any queries
about any aspect of your student’s performance.
Warm regards
Mr Terrence McGann
KINDY MOTHERS DAY MORNING TEA
Thank you to those parents who attended the Kindy
Mothers Day Morning Tea on Friday 9 May. This was
a delightful morning filled entertainment from the
students and coffee and cake. The students also
presented their mums with a hand painted portrait and
a Mothers Day card.

ANZAC ASSEMBLY 2014
They shall grow not old, as we that are left grow old;
Age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn.
At the going down of the sun and in the morning
We will remember them.
Lest we Forget

Dr Nalini Rao

Laying the wreaths

The Last Post

Na onal Champions

Holly Chishom and Chad Topham

Mother’s Day

SCHOOL BALL
Saturday 17MAY

Indian Curry
Feast

“ALICE IN
WONDERLAND”

Sunday 11May
Morawa Golf and
Bowling Club
6pm

7-11PM

$25 curry buffet
($10 for children)
$5 dessert

Tickets available at the
front office
$40

Catered for and donated
by Dr Nalini Rao
in aid of the MDHS
Canberra/Snowy
Mountain/Sydney Tour.

THANK YOU

Fundraising raffle to be
drawn on the night.

Sandy Connolly

RSVP to Linda Jenkins:
0429 723 012

For donating the item for the
student councillors
Mother’s Day Raffle.
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