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Yr 7 Ningaloo Campers

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT:
Welcome to the start of term 3. I would
like to extend a warm welcome to Mrs
Shirley MacLeod, who will be teaching the
PP/1 class this semester, and Mrs Noelene
Carslake, who has returned to teach Home
Economics. It is fabulous to have you both
back on our staff. The staff and students
are looking forward to building on from a
successful first semester’s work. We have
a very busy term planned, full of many
extracurricular activities including the
Interschool Cross Country, Athletics
Carnivals, Musica Viva, Book Week,
Country Week and Open Night, just to
name a few. It is timely to remind students
that these opportunities are a privilege and
not a right. When selecting students for
extracurricular activities staff take into
consideration: attendance, support for the
school dress code, productive behaviour
and work ethic.
PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT
Staff were involved in intensive planning
on our first day back this term, with a focus
on our Positive Behaviour in Schools
Program. This program is moving towards
a values based program with clearly
defined expectations of Respect,
Responsibility and Achievement, rather
than one based solely on rules. Staff are
also working in Professional Learning
Teams, observing and providing feedback
to one another regarding quality teaching,
pedagogy and instruction, to further their
growth as teachers in order to achieve the
best outcomes for students. These are
exciting programs which we will continue to
develop further over this semester.

Magic Dr Nick

YEAR 7 CAMP TO CORAL BAY
The Year 7 students are having a
fabulous time on camp in Coral Bay. This
is a wonderful educational camp. By all
accounts they have been wonderful
ambassadors of Morawa DHS.
Congratulations Year 7 students! I
sincerely thank Miss Jongen, for the time
she put in to making the arrangements
prior to the successful camp. Mrs
Tapscott and Ms Stewart accompanied
the students on camp and I thank them
very much for their time and commitment
to ensuring the students have had a great
time.
INTERSCHOOL CROSS COUNTRY
The Interschool Cross Country Team
has been selected and the students from
Year 3 to 12 travelled to Eneabba today
to compete in the competition. I thank
Miss Wheatley and Miss Osborn for
coordinating the event.
PARENT INTERVIEWS
Thank you to those parents who made
arrangements to meet with their child’s
teachers to discuss the Semester 1
Progress Reports at the end of last term. If
you wish to meet with your child’s teacher
about anything concerning your child’s
education, please feel free to ask for a
meeting time this term, even if an interview
was not requested at the end of Semester
1. It is very important that we have an
open and shared line of communication
between home and school. We are keen to
celebrate your child’s success and to work
in partnership to overcome any difficulties.
Teachers are happy to communicate via
email if this is a more convenient form of
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communication for you. Please provide the front office
with your current email address.
PEAC TESTING
Students in Year 4 have been involved in PEAC
testing this week. The Primary Extension and
Challenge Program provides part time extension for
gifted and talented students in Years 5, 6 and 7.
PEAC offers a range of courses that provide the most
able students with opportunities for extension and
enrichment work that is intellectually challenging. All
students in Year 4 will have the opportunity to be
assessed for suitability for the PEAC Program this
week.
DIARIES
Students and parents are again reminded about the
need for all students to carry a diary with them for all
lessons apart from Physical Education. The diaries
are not only used to record homework but also to
monitor student movement during the day and form a
line of communication between home and school.
HEAD LICE
We have a few reported cases of head lice in the
school. Please check your child’s hair and treat it for
lice. This continues to be an ongoing problem for
schools and families. Your assistance in this matter is
much appreciated.
UNIFORM
Classroom teachers will be tracking students who are
in the correct school uniform and awarding Passport
Points again this term. Please ensure that your child
is in the correct uniform and contact me if you have
any difficulty doing so.
UWA PRACTICUM TEACHER INTERVENTION
Students from the Graduate School of Education, will
be working with students in our primary school from
the 25 August until the 5 September 2014. They will
be working with students in Years 1/2, 5/6 and 6/7
and will work with individual children and small
groups of children to improve their literacy and
numeracy. We look forward to their visit.
YEAR 7 AND YEAR 8 TRANSITION
Year 7 public school students will move to secondary
school along with the Year 8 students who usually
transition at this time. Morawa DHS is eagerly
preparing for this transition. We know that our
planning will make sure that the move to secondary
school is well managed for Year 7s and 8s alike.
For parents of Year 7 students, the move will provide
your child with the same opportunities as children
across Western Australia, giving them access to
specialist subject teaching and facilities required for
the Australian Curriculum. As a Year 7 student in a
secondary school, your child will be introduced to new
and more demanding mathematical concepts
including formal algebra and geometry, and will study
biological and physical sciences including the use of
specialised equipment and chemicals. They will also
have access to a diverse range of learning
experiences such as computer science, music, the
brass instrumental and music ensemble program,
home economics, woodwork, metalwork and visual
arts. The move will provide exciting new opportunities

for your child. Our school and staff are working hard
to prepare for the transition.
For parents of Year 8 students, we are fully aware
that they too are new to secondary school. All of the
big changes facing the new Year 7s apply to your
child too. Through good planning and effective
communication, we will ensure that your child’s
needs are met in this year of a double intake of new
students.
The Morawa DHS transition program will begin this
term, with an orientation day being held on
Wednesday 3 September for all prospective
students that will be in Year 7 or 8 in 2015. Students
will be engaged in a full day of educational
experiences across the curriculum. An orientation
camp is also being planned for week 4 of term 4
2014. More information will be sent home with
students from MDHS, Mingenew, Perenjori, Three
Springs and Yalgoo Primary schools. Please
contact the school for more information.
UWA ASPIRE The Aspire team from UWA visited
our school on Wednesday. They held workshops
and activities from Year 3-12 including solving the
stolen UWA Peacock Mystery and a Building
Aspirations workshop. Students were exposed to
the many varied careers and occupations that the
science field has to offer including further education
pathways.
DR RAO AND DR NICK Dr Rao and Dr Nick visited
the junior Primary classes with a magic show this
week. Dr Nick, Registrar Dr, had a variety of magic
tricks up his sleeve to share with the students, who
were all very impressed with the show. Thank you
to our local Doctors for facilitating this.

MELISSA PRICE Member for Durack, Melissa Price
visited our school on Wednesday. She met many
students and staff and was very impressed with our
school and our newly upgraded Science, Home
Economics and Design and Technology facilities.
OPEN NIGHT
I would like to take this opportunity to invite you to
Open night. This is being held on Wednesday the
17 September from 5.30pm. Dinner and drinks will
be on sale on the evening. Please put this date on
your calendar. It is a fantastic opportunity to come
and talk with your child’s classroom teacher and to
see the great work and progress they have made so
far this year. We look forward to seeing you on the
evening.
With every best wish,
Mrs Tonia Carslake

Parents in the Know ...
Parents of students in Years 8, 9, and 10 are advised that
term course outlines for Term 3 have been distributed to
students. These outlines itemise the learning points for the
term and give due dates for homework and assessments.
Teachers often hear from parents that their child often
reports having "no homework". This is not the case.
Homework is set and marked on a weekly basis for the four
core subjects of Maths, English, Science and Society and
Environment.
This term, failure to complete homework and assessments
may exclude students from participating in extra curricular
activities like Country Week (Week 10 of this term).

Brothers on the run … Jack and Sam.

If parents would like to have a copy of their child's course
outlines for Term 3, they can call the school office and leave
their email address with our friendly receptionists, who will
pass it on.

STAFF V’s STUDENT SOCCER GAME
The Secondary Students Council organised a staff
and upper school versus lower school soccer game on
the last day of term 2. Lots of fun was had by all and
after a hard fought battle the score was 0-0.

Brodie and Jake on the home stretch….

In the Long Run, it’s Fitness
that Counts ...
While there were some fine individual performances at
the school’s Cross Country Run 2014, other students
found they might need to start thinking about their
levels of personal fitness if they ever hope to compete
with the likes of some our teachers twice and even
three times their age!
The run—around the oval and through the bush at the
back of the school—was just too much for some, who
were puffed out after just a few hundred metres and
then had to crawl, stagger and stumble their way to
the finish line.
Fun Run Incentive Prizes arrived on Thursday 31 July.
Thank you to all those who fundraised.

Events & Winners
5 Year Old Girls – Grace Tubby
5 Year Old Boys – Connor‐James Atkins
6 Year Old Girls – Aamarli Jones
6 Year Old Boys – Cameron Tomlinson
7 Year Old Girls – Chris Bestry
7 Year Old Boys – Michael Cowley
8 Year Old Girls – Bella Tomlinson
8 Year Old Boys – Aiden Tubby
9 Year Old Girls – Abby Hennighan
9 Year Old Boys – Regan Tubby
10 Year Old Girls – Charlee‐Ann Chisholm, Ella Jewell
10 Year Old Boys – An one Li le
11 Year Old Girls – Jasl Li le
12 and over Girls ‐ Draw
12 and over Boys – Peter Criddle
13 Year Old Girls – Jerrilee Clayton
13 Year Old Boys – Zepplin Cur n
14 Year Old Girls – Jessica Wallace
14 Year Old Boys – Isaiah Knock
15 and over Girls – Shannon Zanich
15 and over Boys – Ma hieu Taukoory

Students Team Up to
Meet Catastrophe
The senior Outdoor Education students began the
year bright-eyed and bushy-tailed, with team
building skills becoming a real focus. At the end of
Semester One, the class completed their major
practical assessment in teamwork skills. The scenario
involved a campsite in the lowlands, the pending
doom of a “massive storm” and the serious risk of
flash flooding. The class had 60 minutes to move
their camp to higher ground, which was conveniently
located five metres away. Unfortunately, the direct
route was unsafe and students were required to work
together to move a number of stores about 250m.
They got to work and things were going swimmingly
until, much to Mr Skillen’s delight, rules were
broken and 15 minutes in penalties meant the group
was quickly running out of time. Not to be defeated,
they persevered with determination - not just
carrying, but running with stores (including heavy
palettes and a trailer). Things were looking dire when
a reluctant victim, Ashton, collapsed in the Academy
Award winning performance of “man bit by snake”.
Eventually his comrades did come to his aide,
working together to move him to higher ground.
With the “rain” coming down and the finish line in
sight, the group was surprised by one last hurdle –
constructing a rope bridge to cross a flooded gully.
The class should be congratulated for their progress
in leadership and teamwork skills this semester,
especially for their excellent performance in this
assessment. After a challenging time of frustration
and growth the group have really turned things
around, metamorphosing into a motivated and
effective team.

Concentrated eﬀort … Tia, Shannon, Ashton and Sam.

Trailing it with Ashton, Aus n, Shannon and Sam .

Sam and Alex logging on ...

All roped up (no ce the strain taken up by Emma in the rear…)

Student Super Sleuths
Aspire to the Future with UWA

Aspire team member Elisa McGowan with the Year 3/4s.

Stella, Molly and Ashlee in a thinking mood ....

Puzzled looks … Belinda, Gemma and Jessica

Many students had the opportunity to play
Sherlock Holmes this week, when they were asked to
solve the mystery of a missing peacock!
The puzzling case was set by members of the
Aspire UWA team, which visited the school to promote
awareness of the opportunities available to rural
students at university.
Students from Years 5/6, 8 and 9 were given
detailed clues about the disappearance of one of the
University of WA’s famous peacocks and then worked
in groups to solve the crime. The activity gave them the
opportunity to work scientifically and learn something
about the layout and culture of the campus.
Other activities in the team’s visit included a
Building Aspirations session for the Year 3/4 students
designed to introduce the idea of going to university
and develop their awareness about the range of exciting
opportunities that exist after high school.
A special session called Choose Your Own Path
was held for Year 10, 11 and 12 students. It involved a
simulation in which students lined up their subject
preferences, interests, hobbies and things to consider
when thinking about their career direction. The session
also covered accommodation at tertiary sites,
scholarships, the Australian Tertiary Admissions Rank
and alternative entry pathways to university.
One Year 12 student later commented that the
best part about the session was hearing that you could
still go to university even if you failed an exam.
Year 9 students will have the chance to be
selected for an Aspire UWA camp at the end of the
year. Morawa District High has now been in a
partnership with the organisation for three years and
has sent more than a dozen students up to the campus
to take part in activities designed to get our students to
think about taking a university pathway.

Taylor, Jack and Leon sift through the clues.

Henry, Brooklyn and Kane on the case....

Elisa McGowan with the Year 10, 11 and 12s..

“Can we have all of our lessons on the beach?”

Year 7 happy campers sailing the high seas...

All in the same boat…..

Getting ready to dive...

“I think these goggles are too
big”
Darcy Parker

Olivia McCarthy ready to
dive in!

Line in the sand….

CANTEEN SPECIALS
The canteen will be running the following
specials every week of Term 3:
MONDAYS
BEEF & GRAVY ROLL $4.50

THURSDAYS
NACHO’S $ 4.50

UNIFORM NEWS
The new school jumpers & bucket hats have
now arrived!
Uniform shop opening mes:
Every Tuesday 2.45pm‐3.10pm
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