Morawa District High School

Newsletter

Issue 2, March 2015
..................

UPCOMING EVENTS
..............
Spelling Bee
Thur 2 April
..............
Last day of Term 1
Thur 2 April
..............
First Day of Term 2
for students
Tues 21 April
.............
Primary Leadership
Day
1 April
............
Kindy/PP Easter Party
2 April
...........

Like us on Facebook
Morawa District High School

Tonia Carslake

From the Principal
Dear Parents and Guardians,
The term is coming to a very quick
close – nine weeks and it has been
all go! Now it is time for reflection.
Firstly thank you to all staff and
students and parent helpers for your
hard work and commitment at school
this term and congratulations to the
vast majority of students who have
worked hard to achieve their goals
set at the beginning of the year. For
those who have not reached their
potential, it is certainly time to reflect
before next term. I reminded students
at our last assembly that school is
hard work; it’s not all fun and games,
just like life! Learning is life long and
requires commitment. I quote former
Australian Prime Minister the late
Malcolm Fraser’s favourite saying from
a George Bernard Shaw’s play Back
to Methuselah: ’Life is not meant to be
easy, my child; but take courage: it can
be delightful’.
ATTENDANCE
Congratulations to those students who
received awards at the final assembly
for 100% attendance this term. A
reminder to all students, if you miss
one day every fortnight by Year 9 you
will have missed a whole year – every
day counts. A Primary Attendance
disco is being held this afternoon for
those students who met their targets
this term. Thank you to Miss J and Mrs
Tapscott for organising this event.

STUDENT LEADERSHIP TRAINING
2015
This year, our Student Councillors
and House Captains are fortunate
to have the opportunity to develop
their leadership and problem-solving
skills at the Student Grip Leadership
Conference in Geraldton on the 30
and 31 March. This conference is
specifically designed to equip students
with the skills and knowledge they
will require to be successful school
leaders. The skills the students learn
will help them become well rounded,
confident contributors to the school
community. The Primary Students
will be accompanied by Miss Jongen
and Mrs Bestry and the Secondary
students will be accompanied by Mrs
Solomon and Mrs Johnson from the
WACOAM.
CDF PASSPORT PROGRAM
The CDF has unfortunately, due
to lack of funding, been forced to
close its doors. They are currently
in discussions with the Foundation’s
Board of Directors to transfer
ownership of the program to another
company that has been created to
specifically run both the School and
Club Passport Programs. Based
on a successful outcome with the
Board, they will be looking to continue
the Passport Programs under this
company. However in the meantime
we would like to thank the CDF and
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Brookfield Rail for their support of our
school community over the last few
years.
INTERHOUSE MDHS WACOAM /
INTERSCHOOL SWIMMING
CARNIVALS
The Interhouse swimming carnival was
held Week 6, Friday 13 March at the
Morawa Town Pool. This was a very
successful event with Ruby winning
the House Shield and MDHS taking
out the Senior School Shield. The
Interhouse carnival was jam-packed
with events and many records were
broken. I was delighted with the large
number of students who competed
for their House. I congratulate
those students and those who were
champions or runner-up champions
on the day, record breakers or simply
set a new PB. I also thanked Miss
O’Halloran, Mr Duncanson and Mr
Cameron Tubby for the organisation of
this event and the P & C, staff, parents
and volunteers for their support on
the day, the Shire of Morawa, the
Morawa Swimming Club for the use
of their Dolphin Timer and equipment
and to Ms Sandy Reardon for making
these fantastic facilities available to
our students. It was a very successful
carnival. Well done to all involved.
The Interschool Swimming Team
had just as much success at the
Interschool Carnival, which was held
at Carnamah on Friday 27 March
against students from Dongara and
Carnamah District High Schools.
Morawa DHS won the overall shield
and many records were broken. Thank
you to those parents who supported
the team at this event.
NATIONAL SCHOOL SURVEYS 2014
At the end of last year the school
conducted the National Schools
Survey for Parents, Staff and
Students, as well as the School Board
and the Year 12 Class of 2014. The
School Survey is a data collection
tool designed specifically to cater
for the needs of Australian schools.
It enables us as a school to gain
valuable feedback from you, our
school community, to guide us in our
School Self Review and Accountability
Framework. Thank you to all who
participated in this survey. Your input
is appreciated. The survey findings
and our actions resulting from this
feedback are on our website. We were
very pleased to have received such
positive feedback on the whole and

have taken on board your concerns
regarding bullying and certain student
behaviour management. Please find a
summary below:
CELEBRATIONS STAFF, PARENT
AND SURVEYS
• High expectations of students to do
their best
• Teachers provide students at this
school with useful feedback
• Teachers at this school treat
students fairly
• The school is well maintained
• Students at this school can talk to
their teachers about their concerns
• Parents at this school can talk to
teachers about their concerns
• The school looks for ways to
improve
• Teachers at this school motivate
students to learn
• This school works with parents to
support student learning
• Staff are well supported at this
school
CONCERN FROM STAFF, PARENT
AND STUDENT SURVEYS
• 74% of participants indicated
that they agreed with the following
statement: Student behaviour is
managed well at this school and
bullying was highlighted as a concern
ACTIONS: Behaviour Management
and Student Health and Wellbeing
The staff made a commitment
to review the MDHS Behaviour
Management Plan Day 1 and 2 of this
term to ensure a consistent approach
is used by all staff.
• This included intensive Professional
Development by School Psychologist
Jacque Conte and review of the DOE
Bullying Policy and MDHS Plan.
The Method of Shared Concern,
the Support Group Method and
Restorative Practice are all used by
Admin and Teaching staff to prevent
and manage bullying behaviour.
Health and Pastoral Care class
are focusing on the Mind Matters,
Kids Matter, Friendly Kids Friendly
Classrooms, and resiliency and
bullying programs.
• The Positive Behaviour Support
– PBS Team have implemented
their action plan for 2015 regarding
the teaching of our behaviour
expectations Respect, Responsibility
and Achievement.

• Special days and learning programs,
including the Resourceful Adolescent
Program with Year 8 Students, and
Teen Mental Health First Aid to
students in Year 10-12, have been
scheduled to address bullying. The
Bullying NO WAY Day was held at
MDHS on the 20 March. Bullying No
Way Day recognises that Bullying is
an ongoing concern in all walks of life.
Staff at MDHS are working together
with students to stop and prevent
bullying. Students remember to say
‘stop’ to the bully, ‘I don’t like what you
are doing’ and report it to an adult.
• Staff will continue to educate
students on the use of ICT and the
dangers of Cyber bullying.
• Students will continue to work with
the Morawa Youth Counsellor – Jacob
Di Trani and Clinical Mental Health
Social Worker Fiona Stewart, and
School Psychologist Jacque Conte.
SCHOOL CHAPLAIN
We have been very fortunate to
secure funding for a School Chaplain
for 2 days per week for the next two
years. I’m pleased to announce that
Rev Ric Payne was the successful
applicant for this position and will
being working with us next term. This
program will provide valuable support
for our students. Ric will be working
at the school on Tuesday’s and
Wednesday’s each week.
P & C UPDATE
The P & C AGM was held on Monday
16 February. Congratulations to
President our P & C Office Bearers;
Mrs Bree Philipps; Vice President
and Sports Rep; Mr Cameron Tubby,
Mrs Terri Tomlinson, Secretary and
Mrs Jane Coaker, Treasurer. It was
very pleasing to see so many parents
keen to be part of the P & C this year,
with many great ideas for supporting
the school and students. The P & C
has the best interests of the parents
and students at heart. We look
forward to your support throughout
the year, either through attendance
at the meetings or at the various P&C
functions and fundraising projects.
CLEAN UP PROJECT
Students across the school are
involved in a “Clean Up” Project
together with Sally Hoad from the
Morawa Youth Centre. Sally secured
a grant and students and staff in the
Art Department, namely Mrs Veni
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Inbaseelan, have been busy designing
and painting wheelie bins to be
displayed around the town. Students
from both the WACOAM and MDHS
will also be conducting a town “Clean
Up” day on the morning of the 1 April
followed by a sausage sizzle. Each
class will have a designated area.
Primary will be cleaning up around
the school and the western side of the
town and the secondary will be doing
the eastern side of town.
Students will gather in the Performing
Arts Room at MDHS at 8.50am on
Wednesday 1st April to be informed of
all safety related matters and collect
all equipment before they head out in
year levels to do the clean-up.
Classes will meet back in the
undercover area at 11am (or earlier if
the class finishes their area quickly).
This will be followed by a BBQ
sausage sizzle brunch for everyone.
Thank you to Sally and Marie for
providing us with this opportunity.
Please ensure your child has closed
in shoes, a hat and water bottle for
this excursion. Please complete the
permission slip and return to your
child’s teacher by today Tuesday 31
March 2015.
It would be fabulous to have some
helpers on the day. If you are able
to help out in anyway please contact
me or you child’s class teacher at the
school. A huge thank you to Sally and
Marie at the Youth Centre and to our
Art Teacher, Mrs Inbaseelan, for this
successful project.
EASTER HAT PARADE K/PP
The annual Easter Hat Parade for
Kindy and Pre-Primary is being held
on Thursday morning at the Kindy
building. Thank you to Ms Tulloch,
Mrs Atkinson and all staff involved in
organising this event.
SPELLING BEE
Congratulations to all finalists
who made the final Spelling Bee
competition to be held on Thursday 2
April at 1.15pm in the Performing Arts
room. Thank you to Mrs Glassford-Hill
for coordinating this event and best
wishes to all involved.

SCHOOL BALL
The Annual MDHS and WACOAM
School Ball will be held early in Term
2 on the 9 May. The Theme for this
formal event is “Country Lights”.
Tickets will be on sale for $40 early
next term. More information will be
distributed closer to the date.

“lifewasntmeantto
beeasymychild,but
takecourageit:canbe
delightful....“

DRESS CODE
I would like to congratulate the
P & C and School Board on the
implementation of the new uniform
over the last two years and to the
large majority of students and parents
who are supporting it. The students
look marvellous!

a quote from George
Bernard Shaw that
the Former PM
Malcolm Fraser
often used.

Thank you to Miss Jongen and student
council for organising this event.

100 YEAR CELEBRATION OF
ANZAC
I would like to extend a warm
invitation to the school community to
the combined MDHS and WACOAM
ANZAC Assembly. This will be held on
Friday 24 April at 9.15am at the MDHS
Undercover area. Warren Coaker,
former student and Major in the
SO2 Force Modernisation (Combat),
Headquarters Forces Command,
Australian Army, will deliver the
Address.
I would like to take this opportunity
to thank Mrs Kirsten Haeusler for
returning to teach music this term so
fantastically. We are in the process
of recruiting a music teacher for the
remainder of the year. Thank you for
your continued support of our school.
Term one concludes on Thursday 2
April and Term 2 begins for students
on Tuesday 21 April. Staff are involved
in Professional Development for the
first day of term 2. I wish you all a
happy, enjoyable and safe holiday
time together.
Mrs Tonia Carslake
Principal

FUNKY HAIR DAY
Thank you to all students, families and
staff who supported Funky Hair Day.
We fund raised over $200 to go to the
Leukaemia Foundation for research.
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Getting ready for

Clean Up
Day
WED 1 APRil

Interhouse Swimming
Carnival

Year 1 Girls
Champion:		
Runner Up:
Year 1 Boys
Champion:		
Runner Up:		
Year 2 Girls
Champion:		
Runner Up:		

Year 2 BOYS
CHampion:		
Runner Up:		
Year 3 Girls
Champion:		
Runner Up:		
Year 3 Boys
Champion:		
Runner Up:		
Year 4 Girls
Champion: 		
Runner Up:		
Year 4 Boys
Champion:		
Runner Up:		

Grace Tubby
Sophie Collins

Year 7 Girls
Champion:		
Runner Up:		

Trinity Denham
Demi Bestry

Connor-James Atkins
Ezra Govender

Year 7 Boys
Champion:		
Runner Up:		

Alex Solomon
Jacob Traylen-Witt

Bella Low
Carly Ballantyne

Year 8 Girls
Champion:		
Runner Up:		

Sarah Connolly
Danielle Letton

Year 8 Boys
Champion:		

Peter Criddle

Year 9 Girls
Champion:		

Kelsey Fraser

Year 9 Boys
CHampion:		
Runner Up:		

Zepplin Curtin
Lachlan Fraser

Year 10 Girls
Champion:		
Runner Up:		

Taylor King
Jessica Wallace

Year 10 Boys
Champion:		
Runner Up:		

Jack Ballantyne
Peter Katona

Matthew Olsen
Cjay Flavel
Christi Bestry
Sophie Scott
Junior Whitehurst
Michael Cowley
Bella Tomlinson
Kayleigh Harris
Mac Ballantyne
Dehan Clarence

YEar 5 Girls
Champion:		
Runner Up:		

Sydney Taylor
Megan LEtton

Year 5 Boys
Champion:		

Regan Tubby

Year 6 Girls
Champion:		
Runner Up:		
Year 6 Boys
Champion:		
Runner Up:		

Erica McCarthy
Charlee-Ann Chisholm

Year 11/12 Girls
Champion:		
Tia MArkham
Runner Up:		
Lucy Hebiton

Interhouse Swimming
Carnival
Year 3-7 winners

Our Year 1 & 2 Champions and
Runner-Up’s.

out winners!
e
m
a
c
s
d
n
o
District Diam cepting the shield.
ac
Holly & Tia

Well Done R
uby!
Captains Jac
k, Erica & Eth
an

Yr 8-12 Champions and Runner-Up’s.
Our record breakers.

Year 11/12 Boys
Champion:		
Antoine Garlett
Runner Up:		
Arran Teakle
SHIELD WINNERS:
Interhouse:
RUBY
Post Compulsory:
DISTRICT DIAMONDS

Ethan Burnett
Dayan Francis
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Connor-James Atkins 		
Sydney Taylor			
Regan Tubby			
Demi Bestry			
Taylor King			
Regan Tubby			

RECORDS SET IN 2015
Yr 1 Kickboard		
Tia Markham		
Yr 5 Girls Freestyle		
Grace Tubby		
Yr 5 Boys Freestyle		
Megan Letton		
Yr 7 Girls Freestyle		
Regan Tubby		
Yr 10 Girls Freestyle		
Trinity Denham
Yr 5 Boys Breaststroke		
Sydney Taylor		

Endeavour & Achieve

Yr 12 Girls 50m Breaststroke
Yr 1 Girls Scramble
Yr 5 Girls Backstroke
Yr 5 Boys Backstroke
Yr 7 Girls Backstroke
Yr 5 Girls Breaststroke

INSIGHTS

Funky Hair Day!

Building parent-school partnerships
WORDS Michael Grose

Giving adolescents
freedom and
minimising risk

Our “funky hair” team!

Young people typically want more independence. But giving young people more
rope can be downright tricky for parents these days. Here are some ideas to help ...
Adolescents usually want more freedom than

There are three things parents need to

parents are prepared to give.

know when their young people go out:

Most teenagers think they are three years
older than they really are, and many parents

1 Where are you going?

think their teenage children are three years

2 Who are you going with?

younger than they really are. Getting the

3 When will you be home?

‘freedom’ balance right is obviously quite
tricky, though it often comes with experience.
You are probably familiar with the fact that
the teenage brain is very much a work-inprogress. Parents of teenage children should
carry a little card with the words “Teenager:
Brain under Construction” printed on it to
remind them that young people are poor
assessors of risk.
Adolescents often act first, and think later.
This means parents need to be very handson with their parenting in this potentially
tricky stage. It’s important that parents put
processes in place that will help reduce risk
and keep their young people in this age

From my experience most parents ask the

It takes some parenting steel to act in this
way – that’s why parents generally need to
support each other when raising teenagers.

HERE ARE FIVE SIMPLE
PARENTING IDEAS TO BUILD
INDEPENDENCE IN YOUR
YOUNG PERSON:

the third question – When will you be home?
Get into the habit of asking this question each
time your adolescent steps outside the front
door to go out with their peers.

Link greater freedom to
responsible behaviour
Young people often use their peers as
leverage when they want more freedom.
“Everyone else in my class is allowed to go to...”
This type of comment is hard for a parent to
resist.
But it’s better to link greater freedom with

1 Never do for a teenager
the things they can do for
THEMSELVES

adolescents show they can act safely within

maintain contact with you; setting time limits

limits (of place, time and people) then push

for being out; and rewarding responsible

those limits out (stay out later, go further afield,

behaviour with greater freedom.

go with a wider crowd) accordingly.

3 Reduce risks for teenagers
through SKILLING UP &
SCAFFOLDING
4 Build EXPECTATIONS around
remaining in contact and
home times
5 REWARD responsible
behaviour with greater
freedom

from Michael Grose. Join
Stay one step ahead of your kids with great ideas & exper t advice
b.com.au. You’ll be so glad you did.
Michael’s NEW Parentingideas Club today at parentingideasclu
© 2014 Michael Grose

The funky biscuits

2 MONITOR kids’ movements
without being too restrictive

along with what the crowd is doing. When

These include: expecting teenagers to

Looking awesome for a great cause

first two questions, but often forget to ask

responsible behaviour rather than going

group safe.

Mrs Carslake helping Cameron get funky

parentingideas.com.au
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Thanks Miss J for all your
funky hair day organisation

On Thurday 26 March, our students joined in with ‘Funky Hair Day’ which
in run by the World’s Greatest Shave to raise money for Leukaemia. For a
gold coin donation the students could get their hair coloured and funked
up. Decorated biscuits were also for sale and were very yummy, along with
their funkiness!

homeeconomics

Year 9’s Amelia & Jack - PIZZA!

Year 3 and 4 Assembly.....
presentingthe“MorawaNews”

The ‘anchor’ people - Tom & Bella

Rain on the way!

Year 7’s cooking fried rice

Judd, Brooklyn & Lauren
Ashlee, Molly & Claire

Trinity & Megan

Jacob
The Year 3/4 class entertained us at the last assembly by presenting the Morawa News,
including the weather, powerball and a recap and reenactment of the swimming
carnival. Miss Chivers class is doing the weather on the GWN7 news at the moment so this
was a perfect item for the class to present. Well done Room 12!

PRimary assembly Honour Certificate recipients:

Imogen & Nellie

Kayanne & Destiny

Lily Chisholm					Max Knox				Bella Tomlinson
Lilah Vick					Jamie Cosgrove			Dayan Francis
Rick Brockman				Connor-James Atkins		Megan Clarence
Blayke Twomey				Mac Ballantyne			Maddyson Atkins
Evie Chappel				James Olsen				Ashton Dudley
Damien Flanagan				Corin Campbell			Amber Bestry
Carly Ballantyne				Issac Hill
Dezarna Shepherd				Matthew Olsen
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StudentCouncil
2015

The Independent Public School Board for the Morawa
District High School is holding a board meeting on
Wednesday the 24th June, 2015.
This meeting is open to any parent, community member or
school staff member who may wish to attend.
The meeting will commence at 4pm in the New Library, located
at the District High School.

If you wish to attend, could you advise me (for catering and
seating arrangements) via email Maryanne.Milloy-rakich2@
education.wa.edu.au or on 0428 810 436.
Thank you.
Maryanne Milloy-Rakich
Morawa IPS Cluster Assistant

DANCE CLASSES ARE HAPPENING
AGAIN FOR 2015!
Come and join Ms Carmen Tulloch for another
year of music, movement and ballet classes. Carmen is again donating her time and experience as
a dance instructor every second week in term 2
commencing on Monday 27th April.
This year there will be 3 different classes
TIMES
2-4yr olds – 3.30pm to 4.10pm ($5/class)

5-8yr olds – 4.20pm to 5.05pm ($5/class)
9+yr olds – 5.15 to 6.00pm ($7/class)
DATES

27th April, 11th May, 25th May, 8th June and 22nd
June 2015
Venue
Morawa Shire Hall

HeadBoy:SamBallantyne
Head Girl: Lucy Hebiton
Upper school Councillors:

Mikaela Harwood & Tia Markham
Year 10:
Peter Katona, Jack Ballantyne &
Amelia Link
Year 9:
Shaun-Michael Harwood
Year 8:
Olivia McCarthy & Shyanne Narain
Year 7:
Molly Philipps, Alex Solomon & Demi
Bestry
Year 6:
Emily Beauchamp, Charlee Chisholm,
Erica McCarthy & Teagan PArker
Year 5:
Amber Bestry & Regan Tubby
Year 4:
Jacob Coaker & Tom McBeath

SportsCaptains
Ruby: Amelia Link, Jack Ballantyne,
Erica McCarthy & Ethan Burnett

Sapphire: Shaun-Michael Harwood,
Peter KAtona, Emily Beauchamp & Ella
Jewell

Congratulations

to these students for winning a $20 voucher at
Morawa News and Gifts.
All students who had attendance of 92% and above
were put into a draw and these were
the lucky students.

Primary:

Banjo McBeath
Jasper Chisholm
Marquille Richards
Regan Tubby
Brian Taylor

Do you need a ticket in…
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Forklift High risk license
Frontend loader
Skid steer
Excavator
Confined space
Chainsaw
Working at heights
Occupational Health and Safety (White card)
4 Wheel drive course
EWP High risk license

Secondary:
Nakeetah Whitehurst
Tia Markham
Brayden Dudley
Hannah Mills
Jade Mijatovic

LDAG
Recruiting...
with free icypoles

Sally and Marie from the Youth
Centre garnering interest in LDAG
(Local Drug Action Group) by
handing out icypoles at lunch
time!

2 days approximately
2 days approximately
2 days approximately
2 days approximately
1 day
1 day
1 day
½ day
2 days
2 days

Expressions of interest are sought
Courses can be run in Morawa is there is sufficient interest

Contact Nadine.Hollamby@education.wa.edu.au or fill in
the form attached

Term 1 Final Assembly

The 100% attendance students for this term in
Primary.

Winners of the Easter Colouring In Competition

Emerald: Ashlee Knock, Taylor King,
Charlee Chisholm & Teagan Parker.
Upper School
‘District Diamonds’:
Emma Vanderschuit & Tia Markham

The money raised will go to the Kindy
Pre-Primary fundraising committee towards
resources for our school.
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Thanks to Newspower for the wonderful
prizes - and a big congratulations to Regan Tubby
for winner the overall prize!

Endeavour & Achieve

P & C NEWS
FUNDRAISING - FOOTYWe also have a great Footy
Margin Game $23 ($1) per round and Final 8 Game
$10 fundraiser running presently, so make sure you
don’t miss out and be part of the fun!!! See Terri or
Bree or Front Office if interested in supporting this
great fundraising opportunity!!!
PICTURE PLATESYes they are back! What a fantastic
keepsake! What a Great Present for Family Members!
Get organised early for Mother’s Day, Father Day and
Xmas!
You can use a child’s drawing, photo, hand or foot
Print to create this great extraordinary gift!
Watch out for the order forms and flyers.
THANK YOU
A big thank you goes to all the parents, community
members, teachers and staff that helped out with the
Inter house Swimming Carnival, the day was a great
success.
Thank you to all the wonderful volunteers that helped
set up and assisted throughout the day. Our students
wouldn’t be able to experience these events without
the support of these great advocates of our school
and community!
The Canteen is still open and running, with a new
menu to be released for next term! The Uniform shop
is open Wednesday afternoons. 2.15 To 2.45pm.
Orders can be left at front office. Payment is due at
time of order.
I hope everyone has a Brilliant Easter and a safe
enjoyable holiday. The next P & C Meeting is on
Monday 4th May at 7.00pm in staffroom at MDHS. New
members are always welcome; we would love to see
you there!

WEEK

MON

TUE

Mar 23

WED
24

25

THU

FRI

26

27
Interschool
Swimming
@ Carnamah

28/29

3

4/5

8
9

30
Whole
School
Assembly

31
Secondary
GRIP
Leadership

1
2
Clean Up Day Spelling Bee
Primary GRIP LAST DAY OF
Leadership
TERM

SAT/SUN

SCHOOL HOLIDAYS
FIRST DAY TERM 2: TUES 21 April
20

1

Pupil Free
Day

21
First Day
back for
Students

22

23

24

25/26
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