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Records slashed at Interschool Carnival
Nine records were broken at the Northern Districts
Interschool Swimming Carnival, which was held at
the Morawa Pool at the end of the term.
Record breakers included Danielle Letton who
swam the Year 12 50-metre freestyle race in
37.21 seconds, beating the old record by just
0.4 of a second! Morawa swimmers also broke the
record in the Year 4 and Year 10 girls 50-metre
freestyle relays.
Swimmers from both of the two other schools
involved, Carnamah and Dongara District High
Schools, also set records at the meeting.
The weather on the day was ideal for a swimming
competition and finals ran like clockwork. Despite
the friendly rivalry exhibited at the carnival, some
schools shared their competitors with other
teams to make up relay teams if necessary!
Carnamah won the outright shield with 719
points ahead of Dongara on 678 and Morawa on
647. Morawa won the Handicap Shield.
Further details and photographs can be found
inside.

Year 6 Camp, 2018

Jerri-Lee Clayton with the Northern Districts Handicap Shield

Relay race winners Danielle Letton, Jerri-Lee
Clayton, Grace Moulden and Hayley Clayton ...

Members of Morawa’s supportive cheer squad ...

Checkmate!

Year 6 students learn about success through
cooperation at their recent camp. (See more
inside)

A group of secondary students have given
up their lunchtimes over recent weeks to
spend time concentrating and planning
strategies to defeat their opponents in very
enthusiastic games of chess.
The students are part of the school’s new
chess club being run by School Chaplain Ms
Annie Severtson and the Secondary Deputy,
Mr Mike McGann.
Mr McGann said that chess was a
particularly helpful game for young people.
In the game of chess, a child learned to do a
thorough analysis, research, and assessment
of the situation before making any decision.
Chess also helped in improving the
concentration and self confidence of the
student.
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Intense concentration ... ...

“Now that was a clever move …”

Tonia Carslake

From the Principal
Dear parents and carers,
Welcome to the second newsletter for the year. It seems
astonishing that we have already completed a very busy and
productive first term.
I hope that you are all enjoying the performances of Australia’s
best athletes who are currently competing in the Commonwealth
Games on the Gold Coast. There are many talented athletes across
the nation but it takes more than talent to be considered an elite
sportsman. Dedication, selfless attitude, communication skills
and the ability to listen, self-confidence, the support of family and
friends and a lot of hard work are just a few to mention.
Our motto, Endeavour and Achieve, embodies everything we
strive for at our school. We believe in developing the whole child,
academically, physically, socially and emotionally, so that they may
grow to be successful individuals in whatever field they choose to
be. For this to be truly effective we need to take this journey in
partnership with parents and students.

In doing so I would also like to take this opportunity to thank and
acknowledge the contributions of the leadership team, Mike McGann,
Wendy Glassford-Hill and Linda Jenkins during the time that Mrs
Carslake has been away from the school. I would like to also extend my
sincere thanks to the school community for their support and look
forward to continuing our good work for the remainder of the school
year.
Finally we would also like to invite the school community to our ANZAC
service, to be held at the school on Friday 4 May at 9:00am. This
will be followed by morning tea to be held in the staffroom at the
conclusion of the service. We hope that everyone has a wonderful
holiday and look forward to seeing students return to school on
Tuesday 1 May.
Kind regards,
Tracy Tapscott
Principal

Primary Focus
Well the weeks have flown by and it has indeed been a very busy term –
swimming lessons, incursions, swimming carnival, STEM activity day,
Easter Hat Parade, Year 6 camp and attendance reward.
The Year 6s have recently returned from an overnight camp to
Geraldton Camp School and by all reports they had a wonderful
time. The students’ behaviour was exemplary and they are to be
congratulated for their wonderful input to such a special event. Some
of the fun activities they were involved in, included the low ropes
course, bike riding, the flying fox, sandboarding and the Wildlife Park.
A big thank you to Mr Hodgson and Mrs Clark for taking them on this
camp.

Morawa District High School staff appreciate the willingness of
parents and carers to work with us to get the best outcomes
for students. Parents interested in finding out more specific
information about what their child should be achieving for each year
level can do so by looking at the Achievement Standards which can
This term we had the Too Cool for Bullying incursion. Students from
be accessed on the SCSA (School Curriculum Standards Authority) K-7 attended and hopefully the students gained much from this show
website.
which complemented the school’s ongoing work on bullying.
Our staff and leadership team value the relationships that we
have with parents and carers and it is important that we continue
to develop and strengthen this. If you ever have any questions or
concerns you would like addressed, please contact the classroom
teacher or leadership team as soon as possible.
We have been liaising with the Department of Education to install
universal access facilities to cater for all students. We are pleased
to announce that this upgrade will be occurring over the holidays
and be in operation by next term.

Home reading continues to be a focus and at our weekly Monday
morning assemblies, a Reader of the Week for each class is awarded a
book prize for their dedication to reading that week.
Parents are encouraged to be consistent with home reading
expectations. As the table below shows, it is of the utmost
importance to be reading everyday. Please refer to the ‘Never Stop
Reading’ handout in this newsletter also – the Director General of
Education, Sharon O’Neil, advocates the importance of CONTINUING
to read aloud to children 8 years to 12 years old.

School staff will begin working on the new Business Plan with
the School Board during our next School Development Day in
conjunction with the WA College of Agriculture - Morawa. We are
looking forward to continuing with the strategic direction of our
school in the next phase of planning. Our Annual Report is now
available for the school community to review on the School’s Online
website.
I would like to thank our P&C for their kind support during the term,
for their help with our recent swimming carnivals; their donation
to support our literacy, numeracy and sporting programs; as well
as their efforts in running our canteen and uniform shop. We truly
appreciate their efforts in supporting the school.
We are delighted to welcome the return of our substantive principal
Tonia Carslake next term.
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Another reminder to all parents please – to ensure your children
have all the necessary stationery to start Term 2. Many students
are still lacking the necessary items.
One of the highlights this term has been the Minigolf project by the
Year 1/2 class. What an amazing effort by all! Mrs Knox-Atkinson
and the students are to be commended on such a successful
activity which has been enjoyed by many classes.
Congratulations and well done to Miss Nadia Katona for being one
of the ’Craftiest Classroom' Competition winners. Miss Katona
submitted photos of the artwork displayed in her classroom and
was awarded a $500 voucher to go towards her class. The K/P
classroom environment is indeed, quite spectacular!
A ‘Pool Fun Day’ on Thursday was enjoyed by those students who
achieved their attendance target this term. Well done to those
students and I hope that those who didn’t get to attend can
improve their attendance next term so they too, can join in next
term’s reward.
I wish all families a very safe, relaxing and enjoyable holiday break
and I look forward to refreshed, smiling faces next term.
Mrs W. Glassford-Hill
Primary Deputy

Secondary Matters
Externally Set Tasks
Teachers of Year 11 and 12 students have been busy this term
sitting “mock exams” in preparation for the School Curriculum and
Standards Externally Assessed Tasks (ESTs) to be held early
next term. It is compulsory that all students enrolled in a General
Year 12 course and/or a Foundation Year 12 course complete the
tasks, which form part of the school-based assessment and is
included as a separate assessment type with a weighting of 15%
for the pair of units. Similar tests will be held for Year 11 students
in these courses to prepare them for next year.

Secondary Exams
Students in Years 7—12 will sit their Semester 1 exams in
Week 6 of next term. For many of our Year 7 students it will be
the first time they have sat for a formal exam.
Parent/Carer Responsibilities
In our last newsletter we outlined teacher and student
responsibilities in relation to assessment and reporting on
our students’ learning progress. Parents, of course, have their
own responsibilities in this area. It is the responsibility of the
parent/carer to:
Take close interest in their student’s learning programs and
provide support for their success.
Contact the teacher if there are concerns about performance
in a specific course.
Contact the Secondary Deputy if there is a general academic
or social problem that needs to be discussed.
Make appointments with teachers or the Deputy for parent
interviews as needed.
Provide evidence for absence if a student misses a test or
handing in an assessment.
T. M. McGann,
Secondary Deputy

Jerri-Lee gets her boarding call ...
Miss Jerri-Lee Clayton,
Morawa District High School
Dear Jerri-Lee,
Thank you for your recent application for the Year 12 Leadership
Seminar. I wish to advise that your application was successful. We
received a large number of applications making the selection process
very competitive and your application was of a high standard...
Year 12 student Jerri-Lee Clayton will fly from Geraldton
to Perth on Monday after being selected to take part in a
Leadership Seminar through the School of Indigenous Studies
at the University of Western Australia.
Jerri-Lee will have the opportunity to hear about leadership
and how she can become a leader within the community.
She will also receive information about studying at university
and meet other Indigenous students preparing for their
transition into tertiary education.
We are really looking forward to hearing from Jerri-Lee after
she returns from this exciting, week-long experience.

Glitz and Glamour
Students and teachers at school and at
the WA College of Agriculture - Morawa
have been working to organise one of the
social highlights of the school year, the
2018 school ball. This year the ball will
recreate the glitz and glamour of The
Great Gatsby, a novel and film set in
the Roaring Twenties which was an era
known for prosperity, the development
of jazz music and the flapper culture,
and new technologies in communication.
Speaking Out
This year the Morawa District High School’s public speaking
competition will involve more secondary students than ever
as it will include presentations from students in classes up to
and including Year 11. We are really looking forward to student
performances in this activity which will be held in Week 7 next term.
NAPLAN
Year 7 and 9 students have been very busy building up their skills
in numeracy and literacy as they prepare to sit their NAPLAN
assessment in Week 3 of next term.

Jerri-Lee relaxes with Samantha Websdale at the Morawa Pool before
packing her bags to fly to Perth.
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INTERSCHOOL SWIMMING CARNIVAL 2018
2018 INTERSCHOOL SWIMMING RESULTS
Year

Girls

Pts

Name

Sch

Boys

Pts

Name

Sch

3

Runner-Up

16

Evie Chappel

MO

Runner-Up

29

Oliver Risinger

CA

Champion

31

Zoe Suarez

DO

Champion

34

Judd Opalinski

CA

Runner-Up

29

Sophie Collins

MO

Runner-Up

14

Sebastian Essers

CA

Champion

34

Scarlett Biglands

DO

Champion

34

Campbell Brown

CA

Runner-Up

24

Eleanor Ryan

DO

Runner-Up

21

Matthew Olsen

MO

Champion

39

Addison Opalinski

CA

Champion

26

Jamie Cosgrove

MO

Runner-Up

24

Jorja Brown

CA

Runner-Up

11

Gus Spalding

DO

Champion

39

Nicole McAuley

DO

Champion

39

James Olsen

MO

Runner-Up

26

Brooke Thompson-Brown

DO

Runner-Up

21

Jeremy Tremlett

CA

Champion

34

Emma Levett

CA

Champion

26

Nash Haeusler

CA

Runner-Up

21

Stevie Killick

CA

Runner-Up

21

Caleb Hawkins

MO

Champion

34

Megan Letton

MO

Champion

39

Joshua Counsel

CA

Runner-Up

24

Delta Hawkins

MO

Runner-Up

24

Kade Duthie

DO

Champion

39

Erin Kidd

CA

Champion

31

Noah Armstrong

CA

Runner-Up

21

Mykayla Chalmer

DO

Runner-Up

29

Khaylan Vick

DO

Champion

39

Hayley Clayton

MO

Champion

34

Zaine Willis

DO

11 &

Runner-Up

26

Danielle Letton

MO

Runner-Up

12

Champion

29

Grace Moulden

MO

Champion

26

Koen Jenkins

DO

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

Interschool Handicap Shield
In 3rd Place with

770

Carnamah

In 2nd Place with

783

Dongara

In 1st Place with

934

Morawa

In 3rd Place with

647

Morawa

In 2nd Place with

678

Dongara

In 1st Place with

719

Carnamah

Outright Shield

200m Open Freestyle
Open Girls – Champion - Nicole McAuley - Dongara
Open Boys – Champion – Noah Armstrong - Carnamah

Runner-up – Erin Kidd - Carnamah
Runner-up – Nash Haeusler - Carnamah
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Danielle Letton - Record
Breaker 50m Freestyle

Evie Chappel - Year 3
Runner-up

Sophie Collins - Year 4
Runner-up

Jamie Cosgrove
Year 5 Champion

Matthew Olsen - Year 5
Runner-up

Chloe Lawrance
James Olsen -

Year 6 Champion

Taylor King

Caleb Hawkins - Year 8
Runner-up

Megan Letton - Year 8
Champion

Delta Hawkins - Year 9
Runner-up

Hayley Clayton - Year 10
Champion

Caleb Hawkins

James Olsen

Danielle Letton Year11/12 Runner-up

Grace Moulden Year11/12 Champion

Our wining Year 11/12 Freestyle Relay team!

Endeavour & Achieve

Year 1-2 STEM Project: Mini-golf
This term the students in the Year
1-2 class have worked very hard to
complete a STEM project where they
had to design and make a mini-golf
course.
As a class we looked at some photos of mini-golf courses,
then, in pairs or groups of three we had to design a minigolf hole. On each hole we had to include some obstacles
to make it a bit trickier to reach the hole.
Once the designs were drawn, we went out and had a look
around the school to find a suitable place to build the
course. It was going to be a 9 hole course, so we needed a
bit of room. We found the perfect place, so we set to work
measuring out where each hole could go.
After that came the scaled drawings. We used a square
grid, where each square was equal to 10cm. By working
out how many squares we needed for each metre, we got
to work.
Once the scaled drawings were done, Mrs Atkinson was
able to buy some wood to make the frames for each hole.
One Friday, we had some parent helpers come in to help
us assemble
the&frames. Once the frames were made we
Bella
Tomlinson
were
able
to
add
Hayley Clayton all the obstacles to complete each of the
holes.
We have had a few games on our mini-golf course now and
each time we get better and better. The other students in
the school have also had a chance to play the course.
We had so much fun designing and building our course, but
we love playing it the most!
(Mrs Atkinson and the Year 1-2 students would like to
thank all parent helpers who came in to help assemble the
frames. We truly appreciate it.)
The Year 1-2 Class.

Giving mini-golf a go!
Pacing it out!
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Technology in Term 1 2018
Children Family and Community
General, Years 11 and 12

Year 11 has been preparing to care for Real-care Baby
Lucy on their own for three days.

Grace with 'Lucy'

Each Year 12 student has been producing an item to
be part of a care package for someone who’s caught in
a particular situation of trauma. We have been knitting
teddies for “Miracle Babies” and making a blanket
for use in a children’s hospital. The practical task has
included researching support services and agencies,
using a decision-making process, justifying choices,
investigating and practising self-management skills,
considering the functional, social, cultural and economic
and beliefs and values features of the item, developing a
production plan and evaluating the item.

All digital technologies students have had the
opportunity to attempt the Bebras Challenge in the
last week of March. About 30 of our students received
certificates for their efforts. The challenge is 50 to
60 minutes worth of practical online computational
thinking problems to solve. It is an international challenge
that is involved with CSIRO. Anyone is welcome to try
out previous challenges at https://www.bebras.edu.au/
bebras365/(you do not need a login to attempt previous
challenges)
Digital Technology, Years 3 and 4
Students have been learning about digital systems
and peripheral devices. They have decided how to be
respectable, safe digital citizens.
Small groups have been designing and creating an e-book.
It contains videos of students explaining how to turn on
and program Bee-bot with an algorithm to successfully
travel through a maze pathway.

Levi on video, demonstrating how to turn on Bee bot.
Digital Technology, Years 5, 6 and 7

Jerri-Lee
knitting

Year 7 Digital Technology

Counting using binary numbers, and writing names using
binary code were the first skills the learnt in Digital
Technology this semester.
After watching some short videos promoting e-safety,
each students illustrated a pictorial representation
of their own desired digital footprints, with what they
wanted above and what they didn’t want in the heel.
Each student is currently designing and presenting their
own animated messages to encourage e-safe behaviour,
using digital devices and software. Block code, sprites
and animation in Scratch, with sound, movement and
colour being a key feature in this project. Branching
and interface interaction has been utilised in some
productions.
Computational thinking and perseverance have been
quite evident in all of our classes.

Endeavour & Achieve

Year 6 Camp

Hannah, Sophie, Brooklyn, Samuel, Michael, James and Jaxon

Excerpts from student recounts;
Brooklyn - "On Wednesday the 4th of April we went on
our Year 6 camp to Geraldton. We balanced on a low
ropes course, flew on a flying fox, went cycling, visited
the foreshore park, went shopping, played mini golf and
finished with a game of spotlight. And that was only the
first day! If you’re in Year 5 I bet you can't wait for next
year!"
Michael - "James and Brooklyn got talked into doing the
flying fox but they talked themselves out of it!"
James - "Year 6 camp was amazing - we had heaps of
amazing things to do. My favourite was sand boarding.
We went to a wildlife park and saw a pink gallah named
Jake who said "Hello" and "what are ya doing"? We
fed the kangaroos, goats, horses, emus and saw two
crocodiles."
Getting a helping hand!

Jaxon - "Right outside our rooms was a mini-golf course
and I got a hole in one!"
Samuel - "I thought we were going camping in tents, but
when we got there we had 10 bunk beds to sleep on for
just four of us boys!"
Sophie - "The flying fox was 110 meters long. Mr
Hodgson rode it upside down like a gymnast! Year 6
camp was a lot of fun and we wish we could go again".

Fines:

Michael - forgetting his towel for the shower
Samuel - expecting we were going to be sleeping in tents
Brooklyn - winning the "most questions asked" award
Hannah - falling off a ledge on the foreshore
James - interrupting a yoga session with the loudest
girly scream we have ever heard!
Jaxon - trying to catch a crab with a piece of fishing wire
Sophie - always losing her sunnies and finding them
again
Mr Hodgson - leaving the keys behind at the camp
school and then having to buy us McDonalds to make up
for it
Mrs Clark - Jumping up off the Flying fox platform to go
faster than anyone has ever been
Joel Hodgson
Year 5/6 Teacher
Morawa District High School

Getting ready for the
flying fox

What a beautiful day for sand boarding!
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Band News
During Term 1 the Instrumental & Ensemble Music
Program welcomed 13 new students who have
commenced learning to play brass and percussion
instruments. Together with our ongoing students from
2017, our total number of instrumental students (not
including guitar) is 29.
Instrument Hire contracts have been sent home with
students and I thank those families who have returned
them together with their fees. Reminder notices will be
sent home this week for students who have lost their
contract forms.
The Junior and Senior Bands have held regular
rehearsals throughout the term, though there
have been disruptions due to swimming carnivals,
assemblies, camps and Easter. Both bands need the
full support of parents to ensure your child regularly
attends rehearsal. With small numbers - Junior Band
11 students, and Senior Band 11 students, the
absence of even 1 student affects the entire balance of
the band. It was very disappointing and disheartening
to twice have 3 or less students attend Senior Band
rehearsals this term. In fact there has only been one
rehearsal that had all students present!
The Senior Band is preparing to provide the music at
this year's Anzac Day ceremonies at Perenjori and
Morawa on Wednesday 25 April. We appreciate the
students commitment to this important civic occasion,
especially as it falls during the school holidays. We
encourage all families and community members to show
their support for our band by attending one of these
services. The school Anzac Service will be held in the
first week of next term on Friday 4 May.
The Band Committee will be holding a fundraising
Mother's Day Cake Stall on Saturday 12 May. Families
of instrumental and band students will be asked to
donate items of cakes, biscuits and slices for sale at
the stall. Please mark the date on your calendar.
Thank you for your support.
Helen Walter
Instrumental Music teacher and Band Director

On the blackboard
ANZAC DAY/School Service - Friday
4 May.
Year 8 Immunisations early Term 2, don't
forget to hand in forms.
Loose Parts Play
This is a call out for donations of items
with no sharp edges for the Adventure
Playground such as hessian, plastic pipe,
pallets, plastic buckets and shovels, old
bed sheets, tarp, rubber tubing, small
tyres etc.

From the P & C
The P&C would like to sincerely thank all of the
parents, grandparents and friends who gave
their time to help out at both the interhouse and
interschool swimming Carnivals.
Your efforts do not go unnoticed and are very
much appreciated.
A big thankyou to the mums who baked for the
Interschool carnival, you helped out without
question. The yummy cakes and slices that were
left over were sold at school to help fundraise for
Year 6 camp, so thanks very much.
Finally, a massive thankyou to Mark Coaker, Alex
Haeusler and Grant Chadwick for your time spent
collecting batteries for our P&C fundraiser and to
all the families who donated their old batteries.
Thank you to Landmark Morawa for letting us
store them in their yard and to Andrew Cripps
from Independent Rural for taking the batteries
to Geraldton for us!
We managed to raise $4,467 for the P&C.
Have a great 2 week break, and stay safe
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Spelling Bee
On Monday 9 April we held our Spelling Bee Final. This
year a Middle School competition was included and it
was great to see the Year 7 & 8 students involved.
All students from Year 1 to Year 8 were given a list of
words to study, appropriate to their year level. They
were then given a written test. The top 6 students
then participated in an Oral Spelling Bee with top three
students from that going into the Final.
Congratulations to the Champions and Runners up in
each of the following competitions:
Junior Primary (Years 1-3)
Champion – Shavaughn Flanagan
Runner up – Samantha Tomlinson
Senior Primary (Years 4-6)
Champion – Cameron Tomlinson
Runner up – Blayke Twomey
Middle School (Years 7-8)
Champion – Isabella Tomlinson
Runner up – Noah Kowald

Digital Technologies
In Pre‑primary, students explore the uses of
technologies in everyday life. They develop an
understanding that symbols are a powerful means
of communication and how they can represent ideas
and thoughts. Pre-primary students begin with
representational data. They interpret data with real
life situations in the classroom setting with absolute
basic resources by using their toys. This exercise helps
students explore common patterns, pictures and
symbols that exist within data they collect.
Teacher: Mrs Veni Inbaseelan

Roselyn Robinson & Thomas Jack

Certificates were also awarded to the winners of each
year level. Congratulations to the following students:
Year 1 – Wylie Chappel
Year 2 – Anna Collins
Year 3 – Samantha Tomlinson
Year 4 – Sophie Collins
Year 5 – Cameron Tomlinson
Year 6 – Sophie Scott
Year 7 – Isabella Tomlinson
Year 8 – Josh Vandershuit

Maddison Terry

We look forward to next year’s Spelling Bee with more
students motivated and encouraged to improve their
spelling.

Joshua Vandershuit, Sophie Scott, Cameron Tomlinson, Sophie Collins,
Samantha Tomlinson, Isabella Tomlinson, Anna Collins & Wylie
Chappel

Mikylah Hughes, Tarkyn Quartermaine & Kasyn
Maxwell
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A little bit of history...
Excerpts from the P & C meeting in 1944
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Easter Hat Parade!

In the Workshop ...

On Tuesday, 27 March, the Kindy and Pre-primary class
held their annual Easter Hat Parade over at the K/PP
classroom.
The weather was perfect, the kids were excited and
Easter Bunny was on his way! The day started with
the Pre-primary and Kindy students parading their
wonderful and very creative Easter hats. This was
followed by some very cute performances by the
children. The PP's performed 'Little Peter Rabbit' with
Makaton Sign Language, the K's performed 'Five Little
Bunnies' and then the K's and PP's combined performed
'Hippity Hop Easter Bunny'.
We have such talented performers in our K/PP
class! Then the Easter Bunny hid lots of eggs in our
playground for us to find. After eating our Easter
Eggs, we ate a yummy, healthy morning tea which was
provided by the parents.
Lots of fun was had by all. Thank you to the K/PP
committee for generously providing the tea, coffee, juice
boxes and yummy Easter Eggs!

What a great beginning to the year in Design and Technology Wood.
Year 7 students were off to a great start with their Block Bot and
pencil holder. Students showed their skills in measuring, marking
out and sawing timber to produce a wood sculpture. The Year 7’s
are currently designing their own desk tidy.
The Year 8 group is very enthusiastic in Wood, completing a Block
Bot, Hanoi tower and are designing their toy truck. The group has
worked well and is producing quality work showing skills in marking
out, sawing timber and sanding. The Year 9 students started off
with skills in project making. Students are working on a design brief
for a truck of their own. In Term 2 students will be starting a new
project, a pantry step.
Members of the 11/12 Wood group are making a hall table and
mirror to match. Their work is of a high standard and it is great
to see the students working hard on their project, showing their
skills and talents when
working with wood. The
hall tables will be finished
at the beginning of Term
2 and they will then start
designing the mirror to
match. Each student
also produces a Design
Portfolio as part of their
assessment.
Dion Jefferies-Patterson & Oliver Humphreys

… And in the Kitchen

The start of the year has been a busy one in the Home Economics
room, with students enjoying the practical section of the course.
The Year 7 group has been awesome, with 18 students cooking at
once. It is chaotic at times but all students have produced work of
a good standard. The students have worked on a variety of recipes
including Banana smoothies, milkshakes, dried fruit tasting and
pikelets.They have also drawn plans of the kitchen, marking out
the safety features, fire extinguisher, fire blanket and the shut off
switches for power and gas.
The Year 8 group is an energetic group, enthusiastic about their
cooking. The students have cooked a variety of recipes including
Humming Bird cup-cakes, Laska, French toast and omelettes with
cheese, tomato and ham. These students have also designed
kitchen safety posters.
The Year 9/10 class is looking at international foods by selecting
recipes and demonstrating them to the class. The first chef
was Hayley who made pumpkin soup from New England. She was
followed by Delta who made Lasagne, Emily who made butter
chicken and Tegan who made Thai cabbage.
The class had celebrity chef Mr McGann
demonstrating and cooking a vegetable
frittata. Our next celebrity chef will be Mrs
Hebiton.
I have enjoyed the company of the students
in Design and Technology and look forward to
Term 2. Remember, greater effort will bring
greater success.
Lee Jones,
Design and Technology

Emily Beauchamp
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Too Cool For Bullies
On Tuesday 27 March, we had an incursion about bullying. It was a puppet show. A girl named Jeans really
wanted a horse but instead she got a donkey. The donkey was really slow but Jeans used her imagination to
win the Melbourne Cup. Her friends came over and saw her ride this slow old donkey. They hid, video-taped
her, then posted it online. That is how the bullying started!
We all loved the show and we learned a few things about bullying.
Sophie Scott and Carly Ballantyne

Dear parents and carers
At our school we aim to create a safe and supportive school
community for everyone.
Sometimes, it can be difficult for parents or carers to know what to
do when their child talks to them about bullying.
You are an important part of our work to prevent bullying and to
respond effectively if it happens. Stopping bullying involves
everyone.
If your child talks to you about bullying:
1.

Listen calmly and get the full story. Your calm response is
important to allow your child to tell you all about the
situation. After they’ve told you their story, ask
questions to get more details if you need to: who, what,
where, when. Although you may feel some strong
emotions about your child’s experience, try to keep calm
to avoid more distress to your child.

2.

Reassure your child they are not to blame. Many children blame themselves and this may make them
feel even worse. You could say things like, ‘That sounds really hard to deal with. No one should have to
put up with that.’ or ‘I’m so glad you told me. You should be able to feel safe at school; that’s not fair at
all’.

3.

Ask your child what they want to do and what they want you to do. A critical part of your response is to
avoid jumping in to solve the problem. While it is natural to want to protect your child, helping them to
find their own solution is a better option. It helps them feel they have some power in the situation.

4.

Visit www.bullyingnoway.gov.au to find some strategies. The website has tips and ideas for different
bullying situations. One idea is to practise strategies at home to help your child feel more confident.

5.

Contact the school. Your child may be reluctant for you to do this, so discuss the idea and reassure them
that the school would want to know and is able to help. Make an appointment to meet with your child’s
teacher and, if you need to, ask to talk with the principal. Contact the school immediately if you have a
concern about your child’s safety.

6.

Check in regularly with your child. Keep the conversation going. It can take time to resolve issues, so
check in regularly with your child about their experiences and their feelings. Your ongoing support is
important.

Additional information about bullying is on the school’s website at http://morawadistricthighschool.com/
If you are looking for support for yourself to deal with a bullying situation, you will find ideas on the Bullying. No
Way! website for parents. As well, please contact the school if you would like to discuss any aspect of our
approach to preventing bullying.
Thanks for your support to make our school a great school for everyone.
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RESILIENCE

insights
Let kids off the leash for
greater confidence and
resilience
by Michael Grose

“Did you as a child or teenager enjoy more freedom to move around your neighbourhood than you give to your kids?”
I often ask parents this question at my presentations and the answer is usually overwhelmingly affirmative. I then
ask:
“Put your hand up if you benefitted from this freedom in any way including developing self-confidence, gaining
independence and learning how to solve your own problems.”
Almost every parent present raises a hand.
Deep down we know that giving kids more freedom is good for their overall development, yet we so often struggle
to give kids the same liberties to roam that many of us enjoyed as children ourselves.
Recently Tim Berryman, principal of Fitzroy Community School, gave a speech urging parents to be brave and give
their children more freedom.
The speech obviously struck a chord, as more parents in his school now allow
their children to travel to school independently, as well as walk to the shops,
the park or friends’ homes without an adult.
Bravo to the principal for taking a stand and three cheers to the parents who
changed their ways and gave their kids the opportunity to roam away from
home without adult supervision.
In my book Spoonfed Generation I wrote how it was the edgier escapades –
such as climbing walls, exploring drains and building cubbies from scraps
scrounged from a nearby wood yard – and not the safe experiences that shaped me and made me less fearful as a
child. These types of experiences in unpredictable environments taught me about being resourceful, assessing
risk and confronting my fears.
I would strongly argue that although I benefited greatly from a very good formal education at school it was these
unorganised activities that helped me reach my full potential. Unfortunately, these are not the type of experiences
many of today’s children and young people enjoy.
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Not all risks are the same
There are a number of reasons why today’s generation experience less
freedom than previous generations. These include busy after-school
schedules leaving less time for wandering and the centralisation of shops and
parks reducing opportunities for walking. However it’s the perception that the
world is a more dangerous place that seems to be most pertinent. This is
despite there being little evidence to suggest that stranger danger is on the
rise.
The wish to keep kids safe is now paramount for many adults, but it comes at
the expense of children’s and young people’s natural developmental need for
unpredictable experiences away from constant adult supervision.
We need to be careful we don’t throw all risk into the same basket. We need to
separate risk-taking in terms of unsafe/unhealthy risks (e.g. playing chicken
with cars on busy roads) and safe/developmental risks (e.g. using traffic lights
to cross busy roads). It’s evident that children who are exposed to safe risktaking usually are less fearful, less anxious and more able to take on new
challenges and experiences.
Parents need to be brave
Perhaps one of the hardest parts of parenting is letting go of our primal need to keep kids safe from pain and
harm. The wish to protect is in the DNA of most parents, yet we can’t let that innate desire restrict children’s basic
developmental need to explore, to be curious and to pull away from parental protectiveness.
As Tim Berryman said so eloquently in his speech, “We don’t need to reflect
for long to consider all the disasters that could befall our children in the park,
travelling to school or going to the shops. …(But) if we are aware of the cost of
this fear, and instead keep it in check, we will help to nurture a more
empowered child, laying out the ground for a more empowered adult.”
Just as we want our children to be brave and face their fears, we too need to
face down some of the unwarranted fears that we have for our children’s
safety. Navigating fear is a part of parenting just as it is part of growing up. It
makes us feel uncomfortable. But when we face those fears, confidence and
competence grows and anxiety dissipates. This principle is just as pertinent for parents as it is for our kids.

Michael Grose
Michael Grose, founder of Parenting Ideas, is one of Australia’s leading parenting
educators. He’s the author of 10 books for parents including Thriving! and the best-selling
Why First Borns Rule the World and Last Borns Want to Change It, and his latest release
Spoonfed Generation: How to raise independent children.

We're a Parenting Ideas school
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For parents of children
aged 8 to 12 years old

Building a love of reading
Reading is a skill that is learnt, and needs to be
practised. As a parent, you can support your child
by helping them read at home.
Here are some great ideas for reading at home as
a family.
• Have a special place at home to keep books and
other reading materials.
• Encourage your child to choose what they would like
to read. Be positive about their choices.

• Be interested in what your child is reading, and
ask them to recommend books for you to read.
• Visit the local library regularly so your child can
browse the huge range of reading materials, and
ask the librarian for recommendations.
• Encourage your child to find things to read
about their favourite topics. Explore together
different formats such as audio books and
graphic novels.

• Let your child see you reading – for enjoyment
and to learn.

• Try out books in a series. If your child gets ‘hooked’
by the first book, they are more likely
to continue reading the series.

• Share your reading choices with your child and tell
them why you have chosen a particular book or
article; what you are reading and what it is making
you think about.

• Monitor access to a computer or device, either at
home or in the local library so that your child can
use the internet.

• Encourage your child to set aside a regular time for
reading each day. Model this yourself so your child
sees you as a reader.

• Swap and share books with family and friends.

• Buy books as gifts.

• Ask others about what they are reading.

Support what is happening at school
Your children will be reading lots of things at school.
Here’s how you can tap into what is happening at school.
• Go to class meetings offered by the teacher so you know
what the children are learning in different learning areas.
• Talk with the teacher individually about what you can do
to help your child.
• Ask your child about the book they have taken out of
the school library, for example “Why did you choose that
book? and “Is it what you thought it was going
to be?”
• Show an interest in work your child may do at home
on projects or research.

education.wa.edu.au/neverstopreading
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Finding books
Finding the right book for your child is essential
to encourage their interest in reading. Your
child may enjoy books about people and places
that are just like them; or they may enjoy fantasy
and mystery stories. Consider choosing books
about your child’s interests, where you live or
your culture.

If English is not your child’s first language, it is
valuable to encourage them to learn words and read
in their first language.
Visit your school or local public library to see the
wide range of wonderful children’s books you
can borrow.

Give your child the opportunity to experience a
range of different things to read including fiction,
non-fiction, plays, poetry and short stories.

Children are born ready to learn and,
right from birth, benefit greatly from
being wrapped into a parent’s warm
embrace while sharing the sounds,
language patterns and images of
a storybook on a favourite topic.
Even after children can read for
themselves they continue to benefit
from (and enjoy) sharing books with
their parents. So never stop reading
to them.

Never Stop Reading! encourages families to read
aloud even when their children can read
by themselves.

Reading to, and with children, also has social and
emotional benefits – promoting a positive mood
and sense of wellbeing.

Research shows that reading aloud improves
children’s knowledge and vocabulary, as well as
their writing and comprehension. By listening to their
children read aloud, families are supporting their
children’s learning, and increasing their confidence
and sense of security.

The terms ‘book’ and ‘story’ are used generally to
refer to what you are reading and what it is about.
You can read aloud with your children anywhere –
at home and out and about – and use a range of
items including books, brochures, song lyrics and
cookbooks.

education.wa.edu.au/neverstopreading
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Contribution & Charges
All students will have received student statements outlining
contributions and charge requests. Thank you for your
patience while options were finalised for the middle and
upper school students and thank you for payments received
to date. The school relies on collecting contributions and
charges from parents and care givers to assist in supplying
your children with the best possible materials and resources.
Voluntary Contributions
The cost of schooling a student in a public school in Western
Australia has not increased since 2003.
Morawa District High Sschool asks $60.00 for students in
Kindergarten to Year 6 and $235.00 for students in Year 7
to 10 for the school year.
Senior School Courses
The School Education Act 1999 states that charges apply
to all Year 11& 12 courses and payment is expected. We
endeavour to keep course costs to a minimum to ensure
maximum participation. It is requested that Year 11 & 12
charges are paid in full by Week 2 Term 2.
School of Isolated and Distance Education (SIDE)
Course fees collected by the school for students enrolled in
SIDE subjects are paid directly to SIDE and early payment
is appreciated. The school charges an amenities fee to cover
the cost of stationery, photocopying, postage, and the
provision of technology and communication facilities.

Collecting Contributions & Charges
The school will take a positive approach to collecting
contributions from parents and caregivers of students
in Kindergarten to Year 10. In particular, the school will
highlight the benefits to students if all parents meet their
contributions. With respect to charges for Years 7 to 12,
the school will actively seek full payment of charges where
appropriate. If you would like to organise a payment plan, please
contact the Manager of Corporate Services, Linda Jenkins to
arrange.
Payment of Accounts
Fees may be paid by the following methods:
Cheque, cash, credit card or direct deposit to
Morawa District High School Headmasters Trust Account
BSB: 306-024 		
Account number: 4176384

Your Contributions at work!

Miss Katona and class experimenting with explosions!

Where do contributions and charges go?
The contributions and charges paid by parents and caregivers
are budgeted to purchase consumable items used directly by
the students. Some examples include: ingredients in home
economics, printed and electronic materials, photocopying,
art materials, timber, metals and consumable tools,
consumable sporting equipment and text books.
Who should pay?
Given that all students benefit from the pool of collected
fees, it is fair to expect that all parents pay the balance of
contributions and charges. Parents of students who choose
the more expensive option subjects need to consider the
costs during the subject selection process. This school
is committed to a fair and responsible approach so all
parents should make contributions towards their children’s
education.

Mr McGann with the Year 9/10 food students as celebrity chef!

A Compassionate View
The school is only too aware that the payment of school
contributions and charges can be a burden for families. Part
payments, early payment discount, deferred payments
and credit card debits are all available to support parents
experiencing difficulties.
Year 7 girls hard at work in Design and Technology
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YEARS 7 TO 12
YOU MAY BE ELIGIBLE FOR UP TO:

$350

towards school expenses

 CENTRELINK HEALTH CARE CARD
(OR)  CENTRELINK PENSIONER CONCESSION CARD
(OR)  VETERANS’ AFFAIRS PENSIONER CONCESSION CARD

DO YOU HOLD A:

Applications Close
Friday 13 April 2018
ASK SCHOOL RECEPTION FOR MORE INFORMATION
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WEEK MON

1
2
3
4

TUES

WED

THURS

FRI

SAT/SUN

30 Apr
School
Development Day

1 May
Term 2 Begins

2

3
Tennis Coaching
eMentoring

4
ANZAC Day
Service

5/6

7
Externally set
tasks begin for
upper school
students

8

9

10
Tennis Coaching
eMentoring

11

12/13
Band Cake
Stall

14
NAPLAN →

15
→

16
→

17
→

18
→

19/20

21
Daily Fitness to
begin

22
P&C Committee
Meeting 4pm

23

24

25

26/27
School
Ball

28

29

30

31

1 Jun

2/3

eMentoring

5

Grounds and Security: Parents are asked to remind students that the school grounds are out of bounds
out of school hours. In the event of vandalism, please report to School Watch on 1800 177 777 or the local
Police on 99 601 666.

MORAWA DISTRICT HIGH SCHOOL BUSINESS PLAN 2016-18
Vision
Morawa District High School is held in high esteem and considered as the region’s high school of choice, providing a
strong and sustainable education for the students, families and communities in the district.
Mission
Morawa District High School is an Independent Public School which shares a commitment with parents and the
community to provide a safe, stimulating and differentiated learning environment, encouraging all students to be
fully engaged and motivated to excel.

Phone: (08)9971 0900 Fax: (08)9971 1358 Email: morawa.DHS@education.wa.edu.au Office hours: 8.30am - 3.30pm

